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USDA Agricultural Research
Service (ARS) scientists said
they are developing an

innovative approach to address a major
environmental challenge facing the
nation�s animal farmers - the
accumulation of nutrients in the manure.

ARS researchers looked into the
feasibility of transporting nutrient-rich
livestock manure to farmland that could
benefit from its use and noted that in
some areas, composting has been a
preferred means of improving export
potential for dry feedlot manure, as it
reduces nuisance odors and pests.

Large farms, more manure
ARS said manure produced in

livestock and poultry operations has been

Manuresheds:
What to do with
excess nutrients?

ARS scientists are working on ways to get
more manure from feedlot operations to
farms where it can be used to boost crop
yields. Photo: John Nienaber (ARS).

The U.S. Biochar Initiative (USBI) said it is trying to raise $175,000 to hire a paid
staff. The all-volunteer non-profit organization, based in Canandaigua, N.Y.,
said a paid staff is needed to meet �increasingly complex needs� and focus on

the following areas:
� Biochar market and business development, including industry networking,

industry tools (such as biochar testing services),
outreach and education, all geared for the U.S.
and North American markets;

� Policy leadership and collaboration to
develop and promote supportive policies that
incentivize markets and biochar production;

� Capacity building and development,
including grant writing and management, donor
relations, fund management and accounting.

�If you are like us, biochar is one of the
things that you find most hopeful in our world today,� the organization said. �With
all the bad news out there, we are privileged to know about the good news of biochar.
Biochar shows us that we can make a difference. We can sequester carbon in soil and
products. We can improve soil health and food security. We can show the world a

U.S. Biochar Initiative looks to
add staff, expand market development

The California Department of Food
and Agriculture�s (CDFA) Office
of Environmental Farming and

Innovation (OEFI), in coordination with
the agency�s Environmental Farming Act
Science Advisory Panel, is accepting
proposals for new soil carbon
sequestration management practices for
inclusion in its Healthy Soils Program
(HSP).

As part of program development
beginning in 2016, CDFA identified
specific soil management practices
eligible for funding through the HSP.

California to fund soil
carbon projects

Some of these practices include no or
reduced tillage, planting cover crops and
compost application.

In subsequent rounds of funding,
CDFA expanded the suite of healthy soils
practices through a public process in


