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Value questions
challenge
compost
demand

F

armers, landscapers and
greenhouse
and
nursery
operators are familiar with
compost but many are strongly reluctant
to use it because they don’t see its value,
according to a recent study of compost
markets in Michigan.
The study, An Assessment of Manurebased Compost Markets in Michigan,
done by the Michigan State University
Extension, noted opportunities to
change the perceived value of compost.
The study’s author, MSU Extension
Educator Charles Gould, said the goal of
the study
was
to
generate a
report
t h a t
farmers
could use
to make
informed
decisions
a b o u t
making
compost
f r o m
manure and other agricultural
byproducts to increase farm income by
selling compost to consumers. The study
(See Michigan, page 8)
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U.S. organic food sales reach new
record of 56 billion in 2020

n almost every organic food
aisle, demand jumped by nearrecord levels, propelling U.S.
organic food sales in 2020 up a
record 12.8 percent to a new high
of $56.4 billion, the Organic Trade
Association (OTA) reported.
In 2020, almost 6 percent of
the food sold in the U.S. was
certified organic, OTA said in
releasing its 2021 Organic Industry
Survey. OTA said the pandemic last year caused consumer dollars to shift almost
overnight from restaurants and carry-out to groceries, with traditional staples and
pantry and freezer items flying off the shelves. Consumer habits were upended,
online grocery shopping and grocery deliveries exploded and new products were
tried as families ate three meals a day at home.
“Good, healthy food has never been more important, and consumers have
increasingly sought out the organic label,” said Laura Batcha, CEO and executive

(See Food, page 14)

New composting coalition seeks
expanded infrastructure

A

group of stakeholders from the
organics
recycling
and
sustainable
materials
communities has launched the U.S.
Composting Infrastructure Coalition to
support innovative and responsible
waste reduction and recovery solutions
like composting.
The coalition, which includes seven
member organizations and six advisor
organizations, believes composting
serves as an opportunity to address key
environmental challenges and deliver
positive economic impacts to people and
communities.

The coalition advocates for policies,
legislation and other measures to expand
composting programs and increase
access to robust programs that divert
food waste, yard trimmings and certified
compostable packaging.
Founding coalition members and
(See Infrastructure, page 15)
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Republic
Services opens
organics facility
in California

R

epublic Services Inc. has opened
its first Northern California
organics pre-processing facility,
which will help Bay Area communities
meet the requirements of a new state law
mandating diversion of food and yard
waste from landfills.
The facility removes contamination
from food waste collected from
businesses in Contra Costa County and
produces clean organic material that is
converted into renewable energy through
a partnership with the East Bay
Municipal Utility District. The facility is
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capable of processing 20 tons of food
waste per hour.
It is Republic’s second organics preprocessing operation in California. Its
first opened in Anaheim in 2018.
Republic said it is pursuing additional
similar opportunities throughout the
state.
After pre-processing, clean organic
material is delivered to the East Bay
Municipal Utility District (EBMUD)’s
wastewater treatment facility in
Oakland. Through anaerobic digestion,
the organic waste is converted into
biogas, which is used to generate
electricity to power the treatment facility
as well as operations at the neighboring
Port of Oakland.
“As a leader in the environmental
services industry, Republic Services is
committed to recovering key materials
from the waste stream and providing
diversion solutions for our customers,”
said Pete Keller, Republic’s vice president

of recycling and sustainability. “Organics
is an emerging sector, especially in
California, providing tremendous
potential for us to both grow our business
and strengthen the circular economy.”
A state law (SB 1383) that goes into
effect January 1, 2022 will require every
home and business in California to
recycle their food and yard waste.
More than 500 business customers
participate in food waste recycling
through the Central Contra Costa Solid
Waste Authority’s RecycleSmart
program, which delivers food waste to
Republic’s Martinez facility.
“Republic Services has been a service
provider for RecycleSmart for over 20
years, and they have always been
innovative in their approach to
recycling,” said Ken Etherington,
executive director of RecycleSmart. “We
are very excited about Republic’s new
pre-processing line to advance recycling
in the community.”
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In 2020, Republic Services was named
Organics Recycler of the Year by the
National Waste & Recycling Association,
a recognition of the company’s
innovation and leadership in diverting
food and yard waste from landfills,
Republic said. Organics recycling directly
supports Republic’s sustainability goal
to increase recovery of key materials from
the waste stream by 40 percent by 2030.

Composting is
central to
healthy soil,
clean air and
water

C

ompost manufacturing and
compost use are central to
creating healthy soils, clean air
and water, a stable climate and a
sustainable society, Frank Franciosi,
president of the U.S. Composting Council

said during a recent interview done with
the USDA. USDA published the interview
in observance of International Compost
Awareness Week (May 2-8).
The interview done by Jean Buzby,
USDA’s Food Loss and Waste Liaison in
Food and Nutrition Health and Safety,
follows:
Buzby: What’s the mission of the
U.S. Composting Council?
Franciosi: We believe compost
manufacturing and compost use are
central to creating healthy soils, clean
air and water, a stable climate, and a
sustainable society. Our sister
organization, the Compost Research &
Education Foundation, funds initiatives
that enhance the stature and practices of
the composting industry by supporting
scientific research, increasing awareness
and educating practitioners and the
public to advance environmentally and
economically sustainable organics
recycling.
(See USDA, page 5)
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Compostables

Plastic

From page 3
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Food waste

USDA

From page 3
Buzby: What are the benefits of
composting food waste?
Franciosi: By investing in compost
manufacturing infrastructure, training
and policy, 13.8 million tons of food
scraps can be diverted annually from
landfills
through
compost
manufacturing, reducing an estimated
4.94 million tons in greenhouse gas
equivalents, while creating over 14,200
new jobs.
Buzby: Why does composting
matter for climate change?
Franciosi: Methane is 25 times more
potent of a greenhouse gas than carbon
dioxide. Methane is generated in open
landfills from decaying organic matter.
The EPA reports that municipal solid
waste landfills are the third-largest
source of human-related methane
emissions in the United States,

approximately 15.1 percent of these
emissions in 2018. When properly
managed, the aerobic process of
composting does not produce methane
because methane-producing microbes
are not active in the presence of oxygen.
Compost also sequesters carbon and
returns nutrients and minerals from food
scraps to the soil.
Buzby: How do you spread the
word about the benefits of
composting?
Franciosi: We welcome anyone
interested in composting – backyard
composters, municipal programs and
large-scale centralized operators – to
visit our websites for resources training
and certification. In June, we are
launching a Target Organics Hub, a onestop resource for municipalities to access
information on how to start an organics
recycling program for their community.
Buzby: Do you see changes in
how much people are composting?
Franciosi: Over the past five to 10
years, there has been an increase in food

scrap composting. Municipalities like
San Francisco were the early pioneers.
Boulder (Colo.), Austin (Tex.), Phoenix
and Minneapolis all have successful
curbside collection programs. There is a
nationwide surge of growth of
community composters. Some manage
household subscription programs and
some have expanded into restaurants
and food services. Consumers are also
demanding a more sustainable way of
handing their organic waste. California,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New
Jersey, New York, Oregon, Vermont,
Washington and just recently Maryland,
all have regulations on food scrap
collection and mandates on keeping
organics out of landfills and incinerators.
Buzby: What is the most
important take-away for the people
to know about composting food
waste?
Franciosi: Food scrap is an untapped
resource. It can and should be diverted
(See USDA, page 8)
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National Compost Prices
The prices listed below are intended to indicate the value
of mature compost products sold by compost producers
and retailers in noted regions. Prices listed are based on
surveys and publicly posted prices.
Your input on published prices is encouraged. Contact
Ken McEntee, editor, at (440) 238-6603. Fax: (440) 2386712. EMail: ken@recycle.cc. Address: 9815 Hazelwood
Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44149. Notes on listings.
• Each listing includes a high price obtained, a low price
obtained and an average of all prices obtained within a
particular market.
• Market areas: Thirteen market areas have been targeted
to provide a cross section of compost product markets in

the U.S. Where regions are not identified by a specific city,
"Chesapeake" refers to the region stretching between
Norfolk, Va. to Baltimore, Md. "Texas" incorporates several
major cities in the state. "Northwest" represents the Seattle
and Portland, Ore areas. "SF-Bay" refers to the San
Francisco Bay area. SoCal is Southern California,
including the Los Angeles and San Diego areas. Denver
includes Colorado, Wyoming and Montana.
• "Food waste" compost: This category refers to compost
products that include food waste, regional specialities and
other feedstocks not specifically covered in other
categories.
• Manures: Chicken manures may include other poultry

manures, such as turkey and duck manure. Cow manures
may include manures marketed as steer and dairy
manure. Horse manure is included in this category as well.
• Absence of a regional listing within a given category
indicates not enough information for a valid listing.
Additional data will be added as more information is
obtained.
• Bulk retail prices do not include municipal operations that
give compost away for free.

Bulk Retail (yard)

SF-Bay
SoCal

Denver
Northwest
SoCal

Yard waste compost
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Cleveland
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 32.55
$ 24.50
$ 21.88
$ 16.42
$ 19.90
$ 21.57
$ 17.09
$ 29.71
$ 20.31
$ 24.05
$ 21.92
$ 14.75

High
$ 77.00
$ 30.00
$ 29.95
$ 26.00
$ 28.00
$ 53.00
$ 28.00
$ 40.00
$ 31.00
$ 55.00
$ 30.00
$ 24.00

Low
$ 17.50
$ 17.00
$ 16.00
$ 10.50
$ 12.50
$ 7.50
$ 8.00
$ 15.00
$ 12.00
$ 10.00
$ 10.00
$ 8.00

Food waste compost
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 39.12
$ 23.00
$ 28.11
$ 17.50
$ 25.00
$ 12.33
$ 30.21
$ 15.00
$ 20.55
$ 23.61
$ 30.50

High
$ 64.00
$ 30.00
$ 35.00
$ 22.00
$ 65.00
$ 16.00
$ 48.95
$ 15.00
$ 30.00
$ 38.00
$ 45.00

Low
$ 17.50
$ 15.00
$ 24.00
$ 13.00
$ 15.00
$ 9.00
$ 15.00
$ 15.00
$ 15.00
$ 14.00
$ 16.00

Leaf humus
NE
Chesapeake
Cleveland

Average
$ 24.98
$ 27.49
$ 19.27

High
$ 30.00
$ 30.00
$ 26.00

Low
$ 19.95
$ 23.95
$ 8.00

Composted biosolids
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Cleveland
Iowa
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SoCal

Average
$ 30.00
$ 24.98
$ 12.14
$ 13.14
$ 24.77
$ 12.67
$ 21.28
$ 9.00
$ 17.91
$ 13.36

High
$ 40.00
$ 35.00
$ 28.00
$ 22.00
$ 30.00
$ 21.00
$ 30.00
$ 10.00
$ 26.00
$ 22.00

Low
$ 20.00
$ 12.00
$ 4.00
$ 8.00
$ 19.50
$ 8.00
$ 10.00
$ 7.00
$ 7.00
$ 3.50

Composted chicken manure Average High
NE
$ 45.00 $ 50.00
Chesapeake
$ 25.00 $ 25.00
SE
$ 42.00 $ 42.00
Minneapolis
$ 17.00 $ 17.00
Texas
$ 37.23 $ 47.50
Denver
$ 25.65 $ 28.00
SF-Bay
$ 16.00 $ 16.00
SoCal
$ 44.00 $ 75.00

Low
$ 40.00
$ 25.00
$ 42.00
$ 17.00
$ 26.95
$ 24.00
$ 16.00
$ 27.00

Composted cow manure Average
NE
$ 45.50
SE
$ 31.33
Cleveland
$ 24.00
Iowa
$ 42.00
Minneapolis
$ 29.33
Texas
$ 29.33
Denver
$ 21.71
Phoenix
$ 20.00
Northwest
$ 23.85

Low
$ 45.00
$ 12.00
$ 24.00
$ 16.00
$ 26.00
$ 15.00
$ 12.00
$ 20.00
$ 17.45
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High
$ 46.00
$ 45.00
$ 24.00
$ 60.00
$ 32.00
$ 47.50
$ 30.00
$ 20.00
$ 33.75

$ 26.00
$ 17.25

$ 26.00
$ 24.00

$ 26.00
$ 12.00

Wood waste mulch
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Cleveland
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Phoenix
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 21.35
$ 21.13
$ 18.78
$ 17.50
$ 25.56
$ 32.50
$ 26.00
$ 16.19
$ 18.74
$ 17.61
$ 19.00
$ 18.14
$ 20.50

High
$ 38.00
$ 28.00
$ 34.95
$ 18.00
$ 36.25
$ 40.00
$ 35.00
$ 27.00
$ 25.00
$ 22.95
$ 35.00
$ 30.00
$ 50.00

Low
$ 12.50
$ 12.00
$ 12.00
$ 17.00
$ 14.00
$ 25.00
$ 20.00
$ 9.00
$ 12.48
$ 10.00
$ 7.50
$ 8.00
$ 6.00

Colored wood mulch
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Cleveland
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 28.00
$ 28.67
$ 27.13
$ 20.33
$ 24.87
$ 30.00
$ 36.80
$ 26.08
$ 33.28
$ 35.00
$ 34.00
$ 32.50

High
$ 28.00
$ 33.00
$ 42.00
$ 22.00
$ 28.99
$ 30.00
$ 49.00
$ 32.50
$ 33.28
$ 35.00
$ 36.00
$ 35.00

Low
$ 28.00
$ 25.00
$ 15.00
$ 19.00
$ 21.95
$ 30.00
$ 30.00
$ 18.00
$ 33.28
$ 35.00
$ 28.00
$ 30.00

Bulk wholesale (yard)
Yard waste compost
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Cleveland
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 21.50
$ 13.39
$ 16.66
$ 9.75
$ 12.50
$ 14.00
$ 12.00
$ 17.25
$ 13.05
$ 14.79
$ 13.71
$ 7.33

High
$ 48.00
$ 16.00
$ 25.00
$ 13.00
$ 15.00
$ 19.00
$ 17.00
$ 24.00
$ 14.10
$ 35.00
$ 22.00
$ 10.00

Low
$ 11.00
$ 8.00
$ 8.65
$ 8.00
$ 10.00
$ 8.00
$ 7.00
$ 9.00
$ 12.00
$ 7.50
$ 7.00
$ 6.00

Food waste compost
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay

Average
$ 25.79
$ 10.50
$ 20.65
$ 10.50
$ 13.40
$ 12.00
$ 17.50
$ 11.33
$ 17.25
$ 12.67

High
$ 48.00
$ 15.00
$ 30.00
$ 13.00
$ 20.00
$ 12.00
$ 24.00
$ 15.00
$ 20.00
$ 26.00

Low
$ 11.00
$ 8.00
$ 15.00
$ 8.00
$ 10.00
$ 12.00
$ 8.50
$ 7.00
$ 15.00
$ 5.00

Composted biosolids
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Texas

Average
$ 15.33
$ 9.31
$ 10.93
$ 10.50
$ 15.99

High
$ 20.00
$ 15.00
$ 15.00
$ 13.00
$ 20.00

Low
$ 10.00
$ 5.00
$ 5.00
$ 8.00
$ 9.00

$ 13.00
$ 16.75
$ 10.50

$ 13.00
$ 21.00
$ 17.00

$ 13.00
$ 12.00
$ 3.00

Composted cow manure Average
NE
$ 36.00
SE
$ 21.38
Iowa
$ 35.00
Texas
$ 25.00
Denver
$ 12.05
Northwest
$ 22.00
SF-Bay
$ 34.25
SoCal
$ 5.00

High
$ 36.00
$ 31.50
$ 35.00
$ 25.00
$ 14.10
$ 22.00
$ 34.50
$ 6.00

Low
$ 36.00
$ 7.00
$ 35.00
$ 25.00
$ 10.00
$ 22.00
$ 34.00
$ 4.00

Wood waste mulch
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 15.75
$ 15.80
$ 14.60
$ 14.00
$ 30.00
$ 18.50
$ 10.83
$ 7.66
$ 15.00
$ 12.33
$ 9.25

High
$ 33.00
$ 17.00
$ 24.95
$ 15.00
$ 40.00
$ 20.00
$ 14.00
$ 8.32
$ 15.00
$ 14.00
$ 15.00

Low
$ 8.00
$ 13.00
$ 5.00
$ 13.00
$ 20.00
$ 17.00
$ 8.00
$ 7.00
$ 15.00
$ 9.00
$ 5.00

Colored wood mulch
NE
Chesapeake
SE
Florida
Iowa
Minneapolis
Texas
Denver
Northwest
SF-Bay
SoCal

Average
$ 22.00
$ 20.50
$ 19.00
$ 16.00
$ 25.00
$ 27.00
$ 20.67
$ 17.66
$ 22.00
$ 21.00
$ 22.50

High
$ 22.00
$ 22.00
$ 25.00
$ 16.00
$ 25.00
$ 35.00
$ 24.00
$ 21.32
$ 22.00
$ 22.00
$ 25.00

Low
$ 22.00
$ 19.00
$ 15.00
$ 16.00
$ 25.00
$ 19.00
$ 18.00
$ 14.00
$ 22.00
$ 19.00
$ 20.00

Bag Retail
Compost (40# bag)
Average
NE
$ 6.87
Chesapeake
$ 3.73
SE
$ 4.00
lorida
$ 1.99
Cleveland
$ 2.45
Iowa
$ 3.12
Texas
$ 4.25
Denver
$ 3.59
Phoenix
$ 4.71
Northwest
$ 4.29
SoCal
$ 5.39
Composted cow manure(40#bag)
NE
$ 6.53
Chesapeake
$ 5.97
SE
$ 5.16
Florida
$ 1.98
Cleveland
$ 3.27
Iowa
$ 2.18
Minneapolis
$ 3.70
Texas
$ 4.59
Phoenix
$ 2.99
Northwest
$ 3.99
SF-Bay
$ 7.00

High
Low
$ 8.00 $ 4.50
$ 5.49 $ 2.15
$ 4.00 $ 4.00
$ 1.99 $ 1.99
$ 2.99 $ 2.10
$ 7.99 $ 1.50
$ 6.99 $ 1.99
$ 4.75 $ 1.73
$ 5.99 $ 2.77
$ 5.99 $ 2.99
$ 6.25 $ 3.90
Average HighLow
$ 9.87 $ 3.85
$ 7.95 $ 3.99
$ 6.97 $ 3.34
$ 1.99 $ 1.97
$ 3.99 $ 2.49
$ 2.49 $ 1.75
$ 7.00 $ 1.99
$ 6.99 $ 1.99
$ 3.99 $ 2.49
$ 3.99 $ 3.99
$ 7.00 $ 7.00
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Food waste

(See Conservation, page 12)
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Food waste

USDA

From page 5
from landfills and composted. The
existing
waste
management
infrastructure in the U.S. needs to be
reconfigured so that this valuable
resource can be returned to our soils. I
urge you all to support source separated
composting in your community at all
levels.

Markets

Michigan

From page 1
and report update a similar effort that
was conducted in 2005.
According to the study, when asked
what compost specification was
considered most important, landscapers
and greenhouse and nursery operators
indicated “consistent product quality,”
while farmers indicated “cost/quality
relationship.”
“Cost/quality
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relationship” and “consistent product
quality” were also the most important
compost specification identified by
farmers and landscapers, respectively,
in a similar compost marketing study
Gould conducted in 2005.
In the 2005 study, “consistent product
quality” was ranked the second most
important specification behind “nutrient
availability” for greenhouse and nursery
operators.
When farmers, landscapers, and
greenhouse and nursery operators were
asked in 2005 and 2019 whether they
intended to increase compost use, the
majority said “no.”
“The consistency of this response is
significant because it shows that efforts
to educate these audiences about
producing and using compost over the
past 14 years have been largely
ineffective,” the report said. “Attitudes
and perceptions toward compost across
the three sectors have not changed.”
However, the study did uncover
(See Michigan, page 13)
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Product/Equipment and Services Guide

Featuring the industry's leading vendors. This listing of the industry's leading vendors of products, equipment
and services essential to the compost manufacturing, wood recycling and organics management business also is
available online at compostingnews.com. Scan the QR code with your mobile device to go there. If your business
is not listed, please contact ken@compostingnews.com.

Analytical
Laboratory

In-Vessel
Composting
Colorbiotics

Control
Laboratories

www.controllabs.com
42 Hangar Way
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: 831-724-5422
Twitter: Controllabs
Contact: Assaf Sadeh
asadeh@controllabs.com

Anaerobic
digestion

Control
Laboratories

www.controllabs.com
42 Hangar Way
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: 831-724-5422
Twitter: Controllabs
Contact: Assaf Sadeh
asadeh@controllabs.com

Bagging/Packaging
Equipment

Rotochopper

www.rotochopper.com
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320-548-3586
Fax: 320-548-3372
YouTube:
rotochoppervideos
Twitter:rotochopper
Facebook: Rotochopper
Contact: Nicole Klein
info@rotochopper.com

Ag-Bag
Environmental

www.ag-bagfs.com
92365 Riekkola Road
Astoria, OR 97103-6656
Phone: 503-325-2970
Fax: 503-325-2985
Facebook:
ag-bag Forage Solutions
Contact: Debbie Linder
dlinder@ag-bagfs.com

Mulch Coloring
Systems

Bandit
Industries, Inc.

www.banditchippers.com
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI 49340
Phone: 989-561-2270,
Phone: 800-952-0178
Fax: 989.561.2273
YouTube: banditchippers
Twitter: banditchippers
Facebook: banditiindustries
Contact:
Regional Sales Manager
sales@banditchippers.com

www.colorbiotics.basf.us
1725 Dayton Avenue
Ames, IA 50010
Phone: 888-663-6980
YouTube: colorbiotics
Linked In: Colorbiotics
Twitter: Colorbiotics
Contact: Nick Lincoln
nick.lincoln@colorbiotics.com

Rotochopper

www.rotochopper.com
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320-548-3586
Fax: 320-548-3372
YouTube:
rotochoppervideos
Twitter:rotochopper
Facebook: Rotochopper
Contact: Nicole Klein
info@rotochopper.com

Replacement
Parts

Agrisolutions
Corp.

Trinity Hardware
Extended Life Solutions
www.agrisolutionscorp.com
2984 AAA Court
Bettendorf, IA 52722
Phone: 563-459-6341
Contact: Dan Zehnder
dzehnder@agrisolutionscorp.com

ARMORHOG
CW Mill
Equipment -

www.armorhog.com
14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491
Phone: 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
YouTube:
CWMillHogZilla
Facebook:HogZilla Monster
Grinders
Contact: Brian Bergman
sales@armorhog.com

DynaHog
CW Mill
Equipment -

www.dynahog.com
14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491,
Phone: 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-2010
Contact: Jason Haug
sales@dynahog.com

GrinderCrusherScreen
Inc.
www.grindercrusherscreen.com
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770-433-2440
Fax: 770-433-2669
YouTube:
GrinderCrusherScreen
Twitter: GCS_Equipment
Facebook:GrinderCrusherScreen
Contact: Rick Cohen
rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
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Product/Equipment and Services Guide
Replacement
Parts (cont.)

GrinderCrusherScreen
Inc.
Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill
Equipment -

www.hogzilla.com
14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491
Phone: 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-3601
YouTube:
CWMillHogZilla
Facebook:
HogZillaMonsterGrinders
Contact:
Tim Wenger, VP, Sales Mgr.
hogzilla@cwmill.com

Wear Parts

Agrisolutions
Corp.

Trinity Hardware
Extended Life Solutions
www.agrisolutionscorp.com
2984 AAA Court
Bettendorf, IA 52722
Phone: 563-459-6341
Contact: Dan Zehnder
dzehnder@agrisolutionscorp.com

www.grindercrusherscreen.com
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770-433-2440
Fax: 770-433-2669
YouTube:
GrinderCrusherScreen
Twitter: GCS_Equipment
Facebook:GrinderCrusherScreen
Contact: Rick Cohen
rick@grindercrusherscreen.com

www.banditchippers.com
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI 49340
Ph: 989-561-2270,
800-952-0178
Fax: 989-561-2273
YouTube: banditchippers
Twitter: banditchippers
Facebook:
banditiindustries
Contact:
Regional Sales Mgr.
sales@banditchippers.com

Morbark, LLC

www.morbark.com
8507 S. Winn Rd.
Winn, MI 48896
Phone: 800-831-0042
Phone 989-866-2381
Fax: 989-866-2280
YouTube: morbarkinc
Facebook: morbarkllc
Twitter: morbark
Contact:
Territory Sales Manager
inquire@morbark.com

Screening
Systems
& Trommels

GrinderCrusherScreen
Inc.
www.grindercrusherscreen.com
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770-433-2440
Fax: 770-433-2669
YouTube:
GrinderCrusherScreen
Twitter: GCS_Equipment
Facebook:GrinderCrusherScreen
Contact: Rick Cohen
rick@grindercrusherscreen.com

Screen USA Inc.

Action Equipment
Company Inc.

www.actionconveyors.com
2800 Hayes Street
Newberg, OR 97132
Phone: 503-537-1111
Fax: 503-537-1117
YouTube:
Action Conveyors
LinkedIn:
Action-Equipment-CompanyInc.
Contact: Andrew LaVeine
sales@actionconveyors.com
Page 10

Bandit
Industries, Inc.

www.screenusa.net
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770-433-2670
Fax: 770-433-2669
Contact: Rick Cohen
rick@screenusa.net

West Salem
Machinery

www.westsalem.com
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
Phone: 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
YouTube:
West Salem Machinery
Facebook:
West Salem Machinery
Twitter:
West Salem Machinery
Contact: Patrick Lorenz
info@westsalem.com

Shredders

GrinderCrusherScreen
Inc.
www.grindercrusherscreen.com
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770-433-2440
Fax: 770-433-2669
YouTube:
GrinderCrusherScreen
Twitter: GCS_Equipment
Facebook:GrinderCrusherScreen
Contact: Rick Cohen
rick@grindercrusherscreen.com
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Windrow Turners

West Salem
Machinery

www.westsalem.com
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800-722-3530
Phone: 503-364-2213
Fax: 503-364-1398
YouTube:
West Salem Machinery
Facebook:
West Salem Machinery
Twitter:
West Salem Machinery
Contact: Patrick Lorenz
info@westsalem.com

Thermometers &
Monitoring
Equipment

Reotemp
Instruments

https://reotempcompost.com
10656 Roselle Street
San Diego, CA 92121
Phone: 858-225-1889
Fax: 858-784-0720
YouTube: reotemp compost
Twitter:
reotempcompost
Facebook: reotemp
Contact: Nathan O'Connor
compost@reotemp.com

Aeromaster
Midwest BioSystems

www.aeromasterequipment.com
www.midwestbiosystems.com
28933 35 E Street
Tampico, IL 61283
Phone: 800-689-0714
Fax: 815-438-7028
YouTube:
midwestbiosystems
Twitter: compostingil
Facebook:
Contact: Cary Richardson
info@midwestbiosystems.com

Brown Bear Corp.

www.brownbearcorp.com
PO Box 29,
2248 Avenue of Industry
Corning, IA 50841
Phone: 641.322.4220
Fax: 641.322.3527
YouTube: Brown Bear Corp
Contact: Stan Brown
sales@brownbearcorp.com

SCARAB
International LLP

www.scarabmfg.com
1475 County Road W
White Deer, TX 79097
Phone: 806-883-7621
Fax: 806-883-6804
YouTube:
Scarab
Manufacturing
Twitter: Scarabmfg
Facebook:
Scarab
International, LLLP
Contact: Richard Miller
info@scarabmfg.com

Wood Grinders Horizontal

Bandit
Industries, Inc.

www.banditchippers.com
6750 Millbrook Road
Remus, MI 49340
Ph: 989-561-2270,
800-952-0178
Fax: 989-561-2273
YouTube: banditchippers
Twitter: banditchippers
Facebook:
banditiindustries
Contact:
Regional Sales Mgr.
sales@banditchippers.com

Diamond Z

www.diamondz.com
11299 Bass Lane
Caldwell, ID 83605
Phone: 208-585-2929
Fax: 208-585-2112
YouTube: Diamond Z
Contact: Tristan Kruger
tkruger@DiamondZ.com

DuraTech
Industries

www.duratechindustries.net
Box 1940
Jamestown, ND 58401
Phone: 701-252-4601
Fax: 701-252-0502
YouTube:
Duratechindustries
Contact: Bob Strahm
ind.sales@duratechindustries.net

GrinderCrusherScreen
Inc.
www.grindercrusherscreen.com
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770-433-2440
Fax: 770-433-2669
YouTube:
GrinderCrusherScreen
Twitter: GCS_Equipment
Facebook:GrinderCrusherScreen
Contact: Rick Cohen
rick@grindercrusherscreen.com

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill
Equipment -

www.hogzilla.com
14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491 or
785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-3601
YouTube:
CWMillHogZilla
Facebook:
HogZillaMonsterGrinders
Contact: Tim Wenger,
Vice President & Sales
Manager
hogzilla@cwmill.com

Rotochopper

www.rotochopper.com
217 West Street
St. Martin, MN 56376
Phone: 320.548.3586
Fax: 320.548.3372
YouTube:
rotochoppervideos
Twitter:rotochopper
Facebook: Rotochopper
Contact: Nicole Klein
info@rotochopper.com
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Featuring the industry's leading vendors. This listing of the industry's leading vendors of products, equipment
and services essential to the compost manufacturing, wood recycling and organics management business also is
available online at compostingnews.com. Scan the QR code with your mobile device to go there. If your business
is not listed, please contact ken@compostingnews.com.

Wood Grinders Horizontal (cont.)
Precision Husky
Corp.

West Salem
Machinery

www.westsalem.com
P.O. Box 5288
665 Murlark Ave. NW
Salem, OR 97304
Phone: 800.722.3530
Phone: 503.364.2213
Fax: 503.364.1398
YouTube:
West Salem Machinery
Facebook:
West Salem Machinery
Twitter:
West Salem Machinery
Contact: Patrick Lorenz
info@westsalem.com

Morbark, LLC

www.morbark.com
8507 S. Winn Rd.
Winn, MI 48896
Phone: 800.831-0042
Phone 989.866.2381
Fax: 989.866.2280
YouTube: morbarkinc
Facebook: morbarkllc
Twitter: morbark
Contact:
Territory Sales Manager
inquire@morbark.com

Page 12

www.precisionhusky.com
850 Markeeta Spur Road
Leeds, AL 35094
Phone:205-381-7189
Fax: 205-640-1147
Contact: Steve Briscoe
steveb@precisionhusky.com

Wood Grinders Tub

Hogzilla Grinders
CW Mill
Equipment -

www.hogzilla.com
14 Commerce Drive
Sabetha, KS 66534
Phone: 800-743-3491
Phone: 785-284-3454
Fax: 785-284-3601
YouTube:
CWMillHogZilla
Facebook:
HogZillaMonsterGrinders
Contact: Tim Wenger, VP,
Sales Mgr.
hogzilla@cwmill.com

DuraTech
Industries

www.duratechindustries.net
Box 1940
Jamestown, ND 58401
Phone: 701-252-4601
Fax: 701-252-0502
YouTube:
Duratechindustries
Contact: Bob Strahm
ind.sales@duratechindustries.net

GrinderCrusherScreen
Inc.
www.grindercrusherscreen.com
1772 Corn Road
Smyrna, GA 30080
Phone: 770-433-2440
Fax: 770-433-2669
YouTube:
GrinderCrusherScreen
Twitter: GCS_Equipment
Facebook:GrinderCrusherScreen
Contact: Rick Cohen
rick@grindercrusherscreen.com

Morbark, LLC

www.morbark.com
8507 S. Winn Rd.
Winn, MI 48896
Phone: 800-831-0042
Phone 989-866-2381
Fax: 989-866-2280
YouTube: morbarkinc
Facebook: morbarkllc
Twitter: morbark
Contact:
Territory Sales Manager
inquire@morbark.com

Precision Husky
Corp.

www.precisionhusky.com
850 Markeeta Spur Road
Leeds, AL 35094
Phone:205-381-7189
Fax: 205-640-1147
Contact: Steve Briscoe
steveb@precisionhusky.com

Industry
information
Composting
News

www.compostingnews.com
Contact: Ken McEntee
ken@compostingnews.com
Composting News offers
coverage of industry news and
trends via a monthly print
publication and real-time
news online.
Inquire about subscription
prices and advertising
opportunities in print and
online.

The Paper Stock
Report

www.paperstockreport.com
Contact: Ken McEntee
ken@paperstockreport.com
The Paper Stock Report offers
coverage of paper recycling
prices, markets and trends.
Inquire about subscription
prices.

If your business is not listed
in this directory, please
contact
ken@compostingnews
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Markets

Michigan
From page 8

opportunities to change the perceived
value of compost.
Farmers and landscape operators
indicated they would be willing to use
compost that has proven and
demonstrated ability to improve soil
health. Farmers, landscapers, and
greenhouse and nursery operators
indicated they would consider using
compost if its economic value could be
clearly demonstrated to them.
Landscapers expressed interest in
composting waste materials generated
in their own operations. These three
opportunities provide a clear roadmap
for increasing compost manufacturing
and use in the state.
Farmers and greenhouse and nursery
operators said they were willing to pay
up to $25 per cubic yard while landscape
operators were willing to pay between

$26 and $50 per cubic yard for compost
with a proven and demonstrated ability
to improve soil health.
Price lists obtained in April 2020 from
29 municipal and commercial
composting operations on the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great
Lakes, and Energy registered composting
facilities list found the price for bulk
compost ranged from $6 to $34.50 per
cubic yard. These prices all fall within
the range farmers, landscapers, and
greenhouse and nursery operators
indicated they would be willing to pay
for compost. This suggests that the use
of compost could increase if quality
standards could be met at a competitive
price, the report concluded.
The report said equine operations are
generally considered good sources of
carbon for compost production, as wood
shavings and sawdust make up 60
percent of the bedding used in equine
operations. Transporting carbon-laden
horse manure to composting sites is a
challenge, however.

Equine owners were asked how likely
they would be to use one of four manure
management service options.
Of those options, 42 percent of
operators indicated they would most
likely choose to have someone come to
their operation and pick up a supplied
container on a regular schedule or as
needed. Equine operators said they
would pay $92.50 a month for this
service, the greatest value they placed on
any of the manure management options
offered. This combination of factors
suggests that compost producers might
want to consider placing containers at
equine operations to collect manure and
spent bedding, the report said.
The cost of compost production figures
from four farming operations – one
organic vegetable farm, one beef
operation and two dairy farms – ranged
from $19.39 to $34.46 per cubic yard.
Given these cost of production figures
and landscape firms and nurseries
(See Michigan, page 14)
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Michigan
From page 13
willingness to pay $25 to $50 per cubic
yard for proven compost, it appears that
the use of compost could increase, the
report said.
Farmers appear unlikely to use more
compost they have to buy; however, they
may be willing to use more compost they
produce from their own farm operations.
The value of nutrients in compost
could match that of some fertilizers and
soil conditioners at a lower price.
Furthermore, the cost of land application
for a composted product may be lower
and more environmentally sustainable
than the direct application of manure,
especially during the winter months.
The report made the following
recommendations and action items to
develop a plan with short- and longrange goals to increase compost use in
the agricultural, landscape, and
greenhouse and nursery sectors:
• Increase consumer confidence in
compost’s performance as a soil
amendment, and
• Increase investment in composting
facilities.
Each of the recommendations was
broken into several action items, as
follows:
Increase consumer confidence
in compost’s performance as a soil
amendment.
• Adopt a standard set of compost
specifications that enable compost
manufacturers to make compost with
a proven ability to consistently improve
soil health.
• Secure funding for basic and applied
research projects to prove the
relationship between the cost and
quality of compost and soil health.
• Conduct basic education with and for
farmers, landscapers, and greenhouse
and nursery operators to increase their
understanding of how to use compost
to improve soil health.
• Teach farmers, landscapers, and
greenhouse and nursery operators how
to manufacture compost that meets
Page 14

their soil improvement needs.
Increase
investment
in
composting facilities.
• Facilitate communication of potential
compost users and producers with
officials from the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development (MDARD), the Michigan
Department of Environment, Great
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), Michigan
State University, and other
stakeholders about possible changes
to Part 115: Solid Waste Management
of Public Act 451 of 1994. EGLE has
proposed legislative changes that
would impose registration, oversight,
permitting costs, and inspection
requirements on commercial compost
sellers. Farmers are reluctant to invest
in developing commercial compost
operations until their concerns about
the pending legislation are addressed.
• Ensure effective implementation of
state policy so that yard waste, food
waste, and other organic feedstocks
end up in composting sites, anaerobic
digesters, animal feed, and other
suitable places rather than in landfills.
• Work with compost manufacturers to
develop compost delivery options to
agricultural, landscaping, and
greenhouse and nursery operations.
• Study the feasibility of using containers
to haul manure from equine operations
to central composting sites.
• Explore the feasibility of forming one
or more cooperative ventures to
produce compost.
The study was funded by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)
and the Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
(EGLE).
The full 96-page report can be
downloaded at https://tinyurl.com/
ysu7vj4t or by scanning
the code with your mobile
device.

Organic agriculture

Food

From page 1
director of OTA. “Organic purchases have
skyrocketed as shoppers choose highquality organic to feed and nourish their
families.
Leading the charge for healthy food
was the desire for fresh produce, OTA
said. Fresh organic produce sales rose
by nearly 11 percent in 2020 to $18.2
million. Frozen and canned fruits and
vegetables also jumped with frozen sales
alone rising by more than 28 percent.
Including frozen, canned and dried
products, total sales of organic fruit and
vegetables in 2020 were $20.4 billion.
More than 15 percent of the fruits and
vegetables sold in the U.S. now are
organic, OTA said.
Meat, poultry & fish, the smallest of
the organic categories at $1.7 billion,
had the second highest growth rate of
nearly 25 percent.
“The only thing that constrained
growth in the organic food sector was
supply,” said Angela Jagiello, director of
education and insights for OTA. “Across
all the organic categories, growth was
limited by supply, causing producers,
distributors, retailers and brands to
wonder where numbers would have
peaked if supply could have been met.”
Jagiello, who spearheads the
coordination of the survey for the
association, also noted that because of
the pandemic, not only ingredients were
taxed, but packaging—bottle lids,
pouches, corrugated cardboard, bottles
for dietary supplements—was in short
supply as were workers and drivers to
transport product, making it hard for
producers to ramp up processing to meet
consumer demand.
Although the growth in organic food
sales is not expected to continue at 2020’s
fast rate, OTA projected that organic
food sales are expected to stay on a strong
growth path in 2021. It’s anticipated that
the grocery industry at large will get a
lasting lift from the pandemic for the
foreseeable future as many consumers
continue to cook more at home.
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“We’ve seen a great
many changes during the
pandemic, and some of
them are here to stay,” said
Batcha. “What’s come out
of covid is a renewed awareness of the
importance of maintaining our health,
and the important role of nutritious food.
For more and more consumers, that
means organic.”
You can purchase the full report for
$1,995 at https://tinyurl.com/

5uf7yfyk or by scanning the code
with your mobile device.

Organizations

Infrastructure
From page 1

advisors include:
Members • U.S. Composting Council
• Plant Based Products Council
• Institute for Local Self Reliance
• Biodegradable Products Institute
• Foodservice Packaging Institute
• National Waste & Recycling Association
• Corn Refiners Association
Advisors • Natural Resources Defense Council,
• Closed Loop Partners
• ReFED
• American Public Works Association
• U.S. Green Building Council TRUE
• GreenBlue Sustainable Packaging
Coalition
“There is an immediate, significant
need for robust investment into
composting infrastructure,” said Frank
Franciosi, spokesman for the U.S.
Composting Infrastructure Coalition and
executive director of the U.S. Composting
Council. “Investing in composting
infrastructure will bring a number of
environmental and economic benefits
to local communities and to our nation
as a whole. The U.S. Composting
Infrastructure Coalition looks forward
to finding more innovative and
responsible ways to address organic
waste concerns.”
The coalition said investment in
composting infrastructure will benefit
the economy, the environment and rural

and urban communities. Increased
access to composting serves as a costsaving measure to divert food scraps
and other organic materials away from
landfilling and incineration, which
predominantly impact low-income
communities
and
especially
communities of color, the coalition said.
The coalition also said composting
also helps address climate change by
diverting organic matter from landfills,
where it creates significant methane
emissions. Compost benefits soil health
and green infrastructure through
improving water retention, among other
benefits. Community scale composting
helps foster neighborhood green spaces
and supports local jobs and local, healthy
food production.

Biogas

Food waste not
a major
feedstock at
Wisconsin
digesters

A

small percentage of Wisconsin
biogas facilities are processing
food waste, according to a new
report created by the Public Service
Commission of Wisconsin (WPS) - Office
of Energy Innovation (OEI) and the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
(UWSP).
According to the report, which is a
follow-up to a similar report done in
2016, municipal wastewater, at 38
percent, provides the largest source of
feedstock in biodigesters from which a
survey response was received. Manure
from dairy cows is the largest source of
feed stock at 22 percent of the facilities,
followed by industrial high strength
wastewater, at 18 percent. A few
biodigesters use one to two tons of
agricultural residues and some others
reported that they use up to 25 tons of
food waste daily.
The survey, which intended to assess

the state of the biogas industry in the
highly agricultural state, was sent to 318
operational and non-operational biogas
facilities related, including dairy and
agricultural operations, wastewater
treatment facilities, landfills and
industrial and food processing facilities.
The survey also was sent to about 300
“potential industries who might consider
biodigesters for their facilities.”
Eighty-two responses were received.
The study was conducted between
October 2020 and March 2021
The 2016 survey report identified 136
operating anaerobic digester systems in
the state that include digesters using
municipal wastewater, industrial
wastewater, animal manure and other
agricultural residues as well as 35
operational landfills with biogas capture
systems.
The report notes that based on the
estimated amount and type of available
waste materials, the American Biogas
Council (ABC) estimated in 2019 that
1,341 new biogas projects could be
developed in Wisconsin.
“Wisconsin can take advantage of the
full potential of utilizing these local
wastes and other organic residues to
produce biogas that can be used to
generate local renewable heat and
electricity,” the report says.
More than a third of the survey
respondents were associated with
municipal wastewater treatment
facilities. A similar number of total
responses were also received from farmbased biodigester facilities. Among those
farm-based facility responses, most of
the respondents were affiliated with
dairy farms (20 percent of total
responses) followed by responses from
agricultural crops and other livestock
sectors such as consolidated animal
feeding operations (CAFOs). The
remainder was largely landfill waste
management facilities (15 percent) with
a “few” food and industrial organic waste
processing facilities
The findings of the report include:
• On average, biodigesters cost $3
million or more to install, but small(See Wisconsin, page 16)
Page 15
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Wisconsin
biogas facilities
on-site

Image: Wisconsin Biogas and Feedstock Survey

Biogas

Wisconsin
From page 15

scale biodigesters can be installed for
less than $100,000.
• Biodigesters in many waste water
treatment facilities use industrial high
strength wastewater as supplemental
feedstock. Additional supplemental
feedstocks include those received from
food processing industries, restaurants
and breweries.
• Top challenges for feedstock
acquisition and use include storage,
inconsistent timing and frequency of
feedstock supply and contaminants in
feedstock.
• Many biodigester facilities produce
electricity using the biogas while a small
percentage of biodigesters have
cogeneration facility to produce heat and
Page 16

electricity together.
• Most of the biodigester facilities
generate co-products such as fertilizers,
composts, bedding for livestock and
waste heat recovery for space heating.
• A small percentage of existing
biodigester facilities in Wisconsin have
become nonoperational. The reasons for
having a non-operational biodigester
include not making economic sense, not
having enough time or personnel and
not having a large enough system to
produce biogas.
• Top challenges to operating a
biodigester include small-scale of
production, low electricity rate contract,
lack of knowledge on relevant policy and
regulations, permitting issues, financing
and lack of expertise and help in grant
writing process for funding.
• A majority of the biodigester facilities
in Wisconsin which sell electricity receive
less than $0.09/kWh or less electricity

rate, but many of them prefer a higher
rate of electricity that could help them
reach the break-even or start making
profit out of biogas operations.
• The majority of the biodigester
facilities suggest a policy mandating food
diversion from landfills and national
renewable fuel standard policy to assist
biogas industries.
• Of the 30 facilities that said they
currently do not have an active
biodigester, 23 percent have had an
operating anaerobic biodigester within
the last five years. The primary reasons
that facilities chose to decommission
their biodigester include the biodigester
not making economic sense anymore,
not having time or personnel to monitor
or manage the digester, not having
enough technical support, and impacting
other farm activities. Other reasons
include having small systems/producers
and not producing enough waste,
challenges in transporting waster to
other established operating biodigesters,
waste water treatment plants upgraded
to an aerobic process and not knowing
much about technical aspects,
regulations and costs.
The full report can be
downloaded at https://
tinyurl.com/a3bxafeu or
by scanning the code with
your mobile device.

Legal

Employee
vaccine
mandates may
be risky for
business
By Ken McEntee

M

any trade associations and
other organizations are
actively promoting campaigns
that encourage employers to require or
encourage their employees to take
experimental Covid vaccinations.
However, strong encouragement to get
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experimental vaccines - particularly if they
are mandated or implied to be mandated could put your business at risk of liability
should an employee be injured by the shot,
a spokesperson from the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS) told
Composting News.
In addition, new guidance issued last
month by the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) said
adverse reactions to mandatory
experimental Covid vaccinations are
considered work related injuries and are
reportable to OSHA.
With respect to immunity from
vaccine liability, a, HHS spokesperson
told Composting News, “There is a clear
distinction
between
medical
professionals who administer COVID19 vaccines and employers who may
require their employees to receive
vaccinations.”
Under federal law passed in 1986,
vaccine manufacturers cannot be sued
when a vaccine recipient is injured or
killed after taking a vaccine. In 2005, the
federal government enacted the Public
Readiness and Emergency Preparedness
(PREP) Act, which authorizes the HHS
secretary to issue a PREP Act declaration,
during a declared public health
emergency, to provide immunity from
liability (except for willful misconduct)
for claims:
• Of loss caused, arising out of, relating
to, or resulting from administration or
use of countermeasures to diseases,
threats and conditions;
• Determined by the secretary to
constitute a present, or credible risk of a
future public health emergency;
• To entities and individuals involved
in the development, manufacture,
testing, distribution, administration and
use of such countermeasures.
In March 2020, the HHS secretary
issued a PREP Act Declaration covering
COVID-19 tests, drugs and vaccines,
providing liability protections to
manufacturers, distributors, licensed
health care professionals and select
others who administer COVID-19
countermeasures,
the
HHS
spokesperson said. That means that the
manufacturers of the vaccine and the

health care professionals are off the legal
hook for vaccine injuries.
But employers probably are not.
“The PREP Act does not shield
employers or businesses as covered
persons, and should they attempt to
mandate vaccination, they may be liable
for resulting harms,” according to a white
paper published by America’s Frontline
Doctors (AFD), a non-profit organization
of board certified physicians.
HHS confirmed AFD’s assessment.
“Medical professionals identified in
the PREP Act Declaration who
administer COVID-19 vaccines are
covered under the PREP Act,” the HHS
spokesperson told Composting News.
“Generally, the PREP Act does not cover
individual employers or entities solely
based on their requirement for
employees to be vaccinated. The PREP
Act may only apply to employers if the
employer is administering a formal
vaccination program. The PREP Act
covers ‘program planners,’ essentially
defined in the statute as individuals and
entities
that
run
medical
countermeasure programs. Thus, if the
employer is actually running a
vaccination program, they might be a
covered person under the PREP Act.
Whether or not the employers have other
liability protections may depend on state
law or other provisions, or their
insurance. HHS is not in a position to
comment on those possibilities.”
Although opinions about the safety
and risk/benefit of the covid shots being
given today vary from person to person
and from doctor to doctor the fact that
the vaccines are authorized by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
as “investigational” under an Emergency
Use Authorization (EUA) may have
important legal implications, AFD said.
“Pursuant to an EUA, each person has
a right to decline a medication/biologic
that is not fully licensed,” AFD said in
the white paper. “The subject needs to be
told the risks/benefits and of the right to
decline. An experimental treatment
cannot be forced. So, for example, if a
teachers’ union or an airline attempts to
mandate a COVID-19 vaccine issued
under an EUA, they may very well be

liable for outcomes.”
While not declaring the experimental
vaccines to be unsafe, AFD recommends
“caution for patients, policymakers and
employers.”

OSHA reporting
Meanwhile, OSHA said adverse
reactions to mandatory experimental
Covid vaccinations are considered work
related injuries and are reportable to
OSHA. The guidance, for employers who
require employees to receive the Covid
injection as a condition of employment,
was issued on April 21, 2021.
According to OSHA, an adverse
reaction to a Covid injection is recordable
if it is work related. Mandatory
vaccinations are considered work
related. OSHA also emphasized that an
employer may not escape responsibility
by claiming that a vaccine is voluntary
when it, in fact, failure to be vaccinated
could impact their performance rating
or professional advancement.
OSHA issued the following three
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
related to mandatory vaccinations:
Q. Are adverse reactions to the
COVID-19 vaccine recordable on the
OSHA record keeping log?
A. In general, an adverse reaction to the
COVID-19 vaccine is recordable if the
reaction is: (1) work-related, (2) a new
case and (3) meets one or more of the
general recording criteria in 29 CFR 1904.7
(e.g., days away from work, restricted
work or transfer to another job, medical
treatment beyond first aid).
Q. If I require my employees to
take the COVID-19 vaccine as a
condition of their employment, are
adverse reactions to the vaccine
recordable?
A. If you require your employees to be
vaccinated as a condition of employment
(i.e., for work-related reasons), then any
adverse reaction to the COVID-19 vaccine
is work-related. The adverse reaction is
recordable if it is a new case under 29 CFR
1904.6 and meets one or more of the
general recording criteria in 29 CFR
1904.7.
(See Shot, page 18)
Page 17
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Shot
From page 17
Q. I do not require my employees
to get the COVID-19 vaccine.
However, I do recommend that
they receive the vaccine and may
provide it to them or make
arrangements for them to receive
it offsite. If an employee has an
adverse reaction to the vaccine, am
I required to record it?
A. No. Although adverse reactions to
recommended COVID-19 vaccines may
be recordable under 29 CFR 1904.4(a)
if the reaction is: (1) work-related, (2) a
new case and (3) meets one or more of
the general recording criteria in 29 CFR
1904.7, OSHA is exercising its
enforcement discretion to only require
the recording of adverse effects to
required vaccines at this time.
Therefore, you do not need to record
adverse effects from COVID-19 vaccines
that you recommend, but do not require.
Note that for this discretion to apply,
the vaccine must be truly voluntary.
For example, an employee’s choice to
accept or reject the vaccine cannot affect
their performance rating or
professional advancement. An
employee who chooses not to receive
the vaccine cannot suffer any
repercussions from this choice. If
employees are not free to choose whether
or not to receive the vaccine without
fearing adverse action, then the vaccine
is not merely “recommended” and
employers should consult the above FAQ
regarding COVID-19 vaccines that are
a condition of employment.
Note also that the exercise of this
discretion is intended only to provide
clarity to the public regarding OSHA’s
expectations as to the recording of
adverse effects during the health
emergency; it does not change any of
employers’ other responsibilities under
OSHA’s recordkeeping regulations or
any of OSHA’s interpretations of those
regulations.
Finally, note that this answer applies
to a variety of scenarios where
Page 18

employers recommend, but do not
require vaccines, including where the
employer makes the COVID-19 vaccine
available to employees at work, where
the employer makes arrangements for
employees to receive the vaccine at an
offsite location (e.g., pharmacy,
hospital, local health department, etc.),
and where the employer offer the
vaccine as part of a voluntary health
and wellness program at my workplace.
In other words, the method by which
employees
might
receive
a
recommended vaccine does not matter
for the sake of this question.
Along with understanding the OSHA
reporting requirements for adverse
reactions to the experimental Covid
vaccinations, employers who mandate
the shots for their employees also may
be legally liable for injuries or deaths
related to the shot, according to HHS.
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• A pilot compost program is starting
up in Albany, N.Y. in a bid to keep food
scraps out of the city landfill. Albany’s
Re-imagined Waste Reduction and
Recycling initiative is offering
composting alternatives that will give
residents multiple voluntary options to
divert their food waste from the Rapp
Road Landfill.
About 20 percent of the trash that
goes into the landfill is discarded food.
Residents now have the options to
compost food in their yards, take food
waste to a drop-off center or have one of
two local companies pick up food scraps
at their homes for a fee. - WAMC,
wamc.org
• The city of Boise, Idaho is planning
a 7.8-acre expansion of the composting
facility at its farm south of the city. The
project will allow the city to keep up with
the growing influx of kitchen scraps and
yard clippings Boiseans are filling their
green-lidded carts with instead of
sending it to the Ada County Landfill.

The composting program collects
about 30 percent of the total tons in
residential waste. In Boise, residents with
curbside trash pick-up also get access to
composting collection. The bins can be
used to dispose of eggshells, coffee
grounds, leaves, grass clippings, paper
bags, vegetable scraps and fruit peels.
Once the material is turned into compost,
it is used on city properties for gardening
and city residents can pick it up free of
charge at two different distribution sites.
The expansion will add additional
acreage to the composting site, allowing
the city to take in more material and turn
it into compost more efficiently because
the piles will not need to be moved in the
middle of the process to accommodate
the volume of compost. It will add 14,000
tons of extra capacity every year.
A 2014 study of the Ada County landfill
found the majority of Boise’s waste was
organic material. In response to the
study, the City of Boise launched the
composting program in the summer of
2017. The expansion will cost $950,000.
- BoiseDev, boisedev.com
• Many folks in Arcata, Calif. already
do their own composting, but others
don’t have many options when it comes
to properly disposing of their food scraps.
Full Cycle Compost, a new, Arcata-based,
bike-powered business, picks up food
waste from homes and businesses to help
keep them from the landfill.
Diverting green waste from landfills
will be necessary if the city is to reach the
goals outlined in its Zero Waste Action
Plan, which aims to reduce the city’s
waste by 90 percent by 2027.
Although Recology Arcata offers yard
waste pickup, there is currently no city
composting for food items. Food and
compostable paper make up more than
30 percent of the county’s disposed
waste. The city has also made an effort to
help promote composting by offering
composting bins to residents for $25.
Full Cycle’s picks food waste up at the
curb once a week. The business is made
up of five avid cyclists who place the
scraps in large totes securely fastened to
a bike trailer. - Lost Coast Outpost,
lostcoastoutpost.com

Composting News / March 2021

Page 15

McEntee Media Corporation
9815 Hazelwood Avenue, Strongsville, OH 44149-2305
Phone: 440.238.6603
www.compostingnews.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

